NAYANA

Krishnaswamy Ayyar and the audience were all praise
for Kavyakantha and they honoured him suitably.

Those who. were dissatisfied with the procedure
adopted by Krishnaswamy Ayyar, organised another meeting
to be presided over by Sudarsan in which Ganapati would
have to perform a regular Ashtavadhanam. The meeting was
held at the residence of Doctor M.D.Krishna Swamy. As usual
people gathered to listen to the literary prowess of Ganapati.

Ganapati was asked to compose.extempore a hundred
slokas within an hour narrating the story of Rukmini's
wedding. Only one scribe was engaged to write the slokas.
As Ganapati began dictating the slokas the scribe with his
pen playing on the paper, hurried up Ganapati to go ahead.
Ganapati increase the speed of his dictation. The listeners
wondered whether the writer was really recording the slokas
whose speedy delivery was bewildering some-of the scholars
present. Ganapati also suspected the scribe and asked him to
read out the slokas he had so far taken down. The scribe
read out some slokas which were not dictated by Ganapati.
He had with him slokas written and when he was asked to
explain as to why he had resorted to this, he replied that he
wanted to demonstrate that it was not such a difficult thing
to compose verses within an allotted time.

Some among the gathering thought that those slokas
were composed by Sudarsan and given to the scribe. But all
felt that the conduct of the scribe was not proper.

Then Sudarsan as president took upon himself the task
of testing Ganapati. When the poet was engaged with other
items ofAvadhana, he woudi now and then be given separate
letters which he had to remember and at the close ofAvadana,
the poet had to regroup those letters in proper verse from and
recite. This literary feat is called Tyastaaksari'. Sudarsan
chose his own method of Vyastaasari. He wrote letters
separately on bits of'paper and gave them all to Ganapati
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